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Discussing the problems of ethics in the sphere of artificial intelligence 

systems, the authors propose to return to a constructive formulation of the issue 

of correlation between intellectual systems (IS) and ethical norms. The paper 

argues that the essence of the IS’s ethical nature lies in the fact that when tak-

ing a critically important decision for a human, IS should use ethical impera-

tives treated as certain search heuristics. The paper also discusses the adequa-

cy of modern models, methods and technologies for the ethical concepts for-

malization, and notes that the main problem is the procedure of verifying IS in 

terms of their compliance with ethical standards. It is concluded that the main 

form of this verification is the use of complex Turing tests. 

Keywords: artificial intelligence, autonomous systems, ethics, ethical 

choice, heuristics, ethical compliance verification, ontology. 
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